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Know all ye men:

This document, duly presented,
Attests to the fact that

……. …………….. ……….
Will serve as

……… ………. ……………
To the delight and supreme satisfaction of

The good people of Baton Rouge
And

Will welcome strangers within the city gates
During the glorious season of Carnival

In the year
…………

The Board of Management
Le Krewe Mystique de la Capitale

Presented ……….. .. ……

Hall of Fame ProclamationHall of Fame Proclamation
 

Whereas, the Retired State Employees Association of Louisiana was organized and 
established as a non-profit organization on November 14, 1966; and

Whereas, the mission of RSEA of Louisiana is to advance the quality of life of current and 
future retired state employees who have given of their talents to the state of Louisiana; 
and

Whereas, the RSEA of Louisiana Hall of Fame was established to recognize the contributions 
made by retired public servants to enhance the role, professionalism, image and visibility 
of public service in Louisiana; and

Whereas, it honors those public servants who have made significant contributions to the 
citizens of Louisiana through their public service and community involvement; and

Whereas, Kathleen Babineaux Blanco, was a career public servant who dedicated twenty-
four years of her life to the citizens of Louisiana having served as a Louisiana State 
Representative for 5 years from 1984-1989 in the 45th district, as the first woman representing 
the City of Lafayette;  the first female elected to the Louisiana Public Service Commission 
for 7 years from 1989-1996 and first woman Chairperson of the PSC in 1993 and 1994; the 
50th Lieutenant Governor of Louisiana for two terms from 1996-2004; and finally as the 
54th Governor of Louisiana from 2004-2008, as the first woman to be elected Governor of 
Louisiana; and

Whereas, Governor Blanco’s top priorities were providing affordable healthcare, 
improving the education system in the state; helping to create a strong and vibrant 
economy through aggressive economic development initiatives; and despite the upheaval of 
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita in 2005, she met all of her initial goals by the end of her term, 
most notably prioritizing education investment from pre-kindergarten to the university 
level; and

Whereas, most notably Governor Blanco personally appeared and testified before the 
Louisiana Civil Service Commission on July 19, 2006 on behalf of state employees, and she 
successfully advocated for a pay raise, a special entrance rate, and civil service pay grade 
changes in order to raise low-paying civil service positions to at or above the federal 
minimum wage for all state jobs effective August 14, 2006; and

Whereas, Kathleen Babineaux Blanco is deserving of special recognition for her 24 
years of public service and her contributions to the state and state employees; 

Now Therefore on this 8th day of August, 2019,  
the Retired State Employees Association of Louisiana honors 

Governor Kathleen Babineaux Blanco 
as the second female inductee into Retired State Employees 

Association of Louisiana Hall of Fame.

Gwen Thompson, President of The Retired State Employees Association
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